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NHFOE joined record numbers of 
groups taking part in the 
successful Big Ask day of action 
last month to demand the 
inclusion of aviation emissions in 
the Climate Change Bill. Tim 
Beesley and Dan Gomm were 
interviewed in the Heart Beat FM 
studios and extracts were 
broadcast throughout the 
weekend. We held stalls in 
Hitchin and Stevenage with the 
help of Tabby and Jasmine from 
‘Hitchin Parents’ Action on 
Climate Change’ and Tim, Dan, 
Chris Honey and Ann De Bock 
from NHFOE. Despite a wet 
afternoon we got 100 cards 
signed. 

 Ann, Chris, and ‘Gordon’ (Tim) 
in Stevenage 

Gordon Brown and his MPs got 
the message loud and clear - 
ignoring emissions from aviation 
and shipping is ludicrous and 
unfair.  Meanwhile, the bill itself 
has finally cleared the House of 
Lords where it was strengthened 
by a number of amendments. We 
expect it to enter the House of 
Commons within May 
 
MPs under pressure to 
strengthen climate change 
law.  Peter Foord, Tim Beesley 
and myself from NHFOE joined 

more than 1,000 people for a 
lively climate law debate in 
Central London. The event was 
hosted by Friends of the Earth and 
Stop Climate Chaos.   

 

The Big Climate Change Law Debate 

The panel included Hilary Benn, 
Secretary of State for the 
Environment and his Conservative 
and Liberal Democrat 
counterparts, Peter Ainsworth and 
Steve Webb. Pressed on whether 
he would include a target for 
cutting emissions by 80 percent in 
the Climate Change Bill, Hilary 
Benn said: "If we didn't think the 
target needed strengthening we 
wouldn't ask the [Climate Change] 
Committee to look at it. However 
I believe in the process so will 
only make that decision once the 
Committee has reported."  
Peter Ainsworth, Conservative 
Shadow Secretary for the 
Environment, responded: "There 
will be no point in the Climate 
Change Committee if the 
Government is not going to apply 
their recommendations."  
Mr Benn also said emissions from 
international aviation are an 
international problem and need to 
be addressed at a European level 
through the Emissions Trading 
Scheme. However, Steve Webb 
said: "The Government should 
include aviation emissions in the 
Bill from the start. The Law 
should be a statement of intention 
- the detail can be worked out later 
on."  The politicians congratulated 
Friends of the Earth and Stop 
Climate Chaos supporters for their 
role in making the Climate 
Change Bill happen. Hilary Benn 
described it as a `demonstration of 
politics at its best' while Steve 
Webb said: "I see power in this 
room. Not one of us has failed to 
have been inundated with 
postcards, letters and visits from 

you on the Climate Change Bill. 
The volume of this campaign has 
made us think again."  
Hilary Benn said: "Let's not forget 
how radical the Bill is - it will set 
legally binding targets for cutting 
emissions for the first time. It will 
introduce carbon budgets, and 
every Government policy will 
have to be judged in part on the 
level of carbon dioxide emissions 
it will emit. The Government will 
have to set out a plan on how they 
intend to deliver the emissions 
reductions targets, and it will 
provide transparency on what the 
Government is doing and how we 
are doing it."  
Peter Ainsworth said: "I 
congratulate the Government on 
introducing the Climate Change 
Bill. The Conservatives and the 
Liberal Democrats have made 
some amendments in the House of 
Lords aimed at strengthening the 
Bill [such as] getting aviation and 
shipping included in the Bill and 
making the Prime Minister 
responsible for it. I hope they stay 
in." Steve Webb said: "The 
Department for the Environment 
is a small department and it’s 
broke - that is why the Prime 
Minister must be personally 
answerable for how we deliver on 
the Bill. The Bill must also 
include international aviation and 
shipping emissions and must 
commit the UK to cutting its 
emissions by an 80 per cent cut. 
Submitted by: Dan Gomm 
 

 
Plans have been published which 
will allow more and more planes 
to take to the skies above 12 
million people living in the area 
north of the Thames up to 
Lowestoft and east of Oxford to 
the coast. The proposals by NATS 
(National Air Traffic Services)  

New routes will 
shift noise 
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will mean more aircraft noise for 
almost everyone and a horrendous  
increase for many around Luton: 
- All flights from the western end 
of the runway, 70 per cent of the 
total, will be diverted over the 
rooftops of south Luton and closer 
to Slip End, Caddington, 
Markyate and smaller villages. 
This will increase the number of 
people suffering high noise levels 
around the airport from 3,000 in 
2006 to 10,000 when the new 
routes are introduced. 
- All departures to the east and 
south-east will be diverted over 
north Stevenage when the wind is 
in the east and over Hitchin at 
other times. All of these flights 
will pass over Buntingford and 
numerous villages in that area. 
The villages of Whitwell and 
Wheathampstead will also be 
newly overflown by low aircraft. 
- The hold point for arrivals to 
Luton will be moved north from 
around Royston to an area 
between Cambridge and Bedford. 
The consultation asks respondents 
to indicate whether arrivals should 
use a single route between the 
hold and the airport or whether 
they would prefer, as now, that 
aircraft are spread across the sky 
so that the disturbance is not 
concentrated on a few people. 
This question is especially 
important for those living in the 
villages east of Stevenage and in 
Leighton Buzzard and the 
surrounding area, particularly to 
the south. 
NATS launched the proposals in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February claiming that their new 
routes would reduce the number 
of people overflown by 20 per 
cent. Alarmingly, the story is very  
different at Luton where the real 
impact is a massive shift of 
aircraft noise from some areas to 
others.  
Figures published by NATS after 
the main consultation documents, 
although of questionable value, 
illustrate the point: these suggest 
that, while 18,000 people will 
continue to be overflown by 
departures from Luton as they are 
now, a massive 50,000 will be 
newly overflown. 
The figures suggest an overall 
reduction of over 10 per cent, but 
we believe that this figure could 
be exceeded. In any case, this 
apparent saving will be dwarfed 
by the population which is 
expected to move into new 
homes to be built under the new 
route over north Stevenage.  
LADACAN believes that such 
extensive change is both 
unnecessary and unfair to those 
who will find themselves 
overflown for the first time. It is 
also contrary to Government 
guidance which values stability 
in flight paths, especially as 
NATS will have to make further 
changes if Stansted gains 
permission for a second runway 
and Heathrow a third. 
The consultation runs until 22 
May and LADACAN advises 
everyone to vote “no”. We have 
some guidance to interpreting the 
documents and will be adding to 

this and publishing more detailed 
views over the coming weeks. 
See http://www.ladacan.org/ 
LADACAN has been speaking to 
various local groups in an effort to 
raise awareness of the plans, 
particularly among the very large 
number of people who will be 
badly affected. This has been 
made more difficult by the NATS 
“spin” and the very poor access to 
the consultation materials. 
Inevitably, those newly threatened 
by aircraft noise are not usually 
LADACAN members so we are 
facing an uphill task. If you would 
like LADACAN to speak to a 
small or large group, please 
contact us. www.ladacan.org 
 
Stop Biofuel Targets 
On 23 January 2008 the European 
Commission published its 
proposal that all road fuels in the 
EU will contain 10% biofuels by 
2020.  This massive increase in 
Europe's demand for biofuels (also 
called agrofuels) will have a 
devastating impact on producing 
countries.  
Friends of the Earth is calling on 
the EU to scrap the target. 
The human cost of palm oil  
In recent months, report after 
report has warned of the dangers 
of biofuels expansion. 

 
Logged forest in Malaysia 
While the impacts on biodiversity 
and food prices have attracted 
much publicity lately, relatively 
little focus has been on the 
communities directly affected.  
Friends of the Earth, Sawit Watch 
and LifeMosaic have now 
published a new report ‘Losing 
Ground’ which focuses on the 
human cost of palm oil expansion 
in Indonesia illustrating how the 
expansions of biofuel plantations 
are harming the rights of local 
communities & indigenous 
people. Sustainability criteria as 
a smokescreen. The European 
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Commission proposes to avoid 
negative impacts from biofuel 
through the introduction of 
sustainability criteria. But 
sustainability criteria fail to solve 
many of the problems of biofuels. 
There is not even an attempt to 
address social issues.  In the face 
of such evidence, targets to 
increase biofuel use in the UK and 
the rest of the EU are misguided.  
They risk environmental damage 
& human rights abuses on a huge 
scale.  The European Parliament 
can still stop the 10% target.  
Take Action:- email your MEPs  
http://www.foe.org.uk/campaign
s/biodiversity/press_for_change/ 
 
My Transition Tale 
A welcoming hug from a lady in a 
magenta jacket combined with a 
general buzz of optimism put me 
in the right frame of mind for the 
Second Transition Network 
Conference at the Royal 
Agricultural College in 
Cirencester.  Rousing opening 
speeches by Rob Hopkins 
(founder) and Caroline Lucas 
(Green MEP) were followed by 
meet and greet groups where we 
were invited to say how we felt in 
one word, mine was ‘loving’ 
which produced another hug from 
the lady in magenta – must be my 
bright green trousers?  Then down 
to serious business, the workshop 
sessions, the first on the overlap of 
Climate Change and Peak Oil, left 
me realizing that it was not so 
much oil and gas which were the 
big climate changers but coal of 
which we have many more years 
supply.  The second, entitled The 
12 Steps of Transition, was a more 
inspiring session proposing the 
tools, insights and activities for 
the first couple of years of 
Transition Initiatives.  The third 
was called Energy Decent 
Pathways (EDP) about the 
transition from fossil fuel 
dependency.  This envisages a 
positive existence in, say, 2030 
and then back casts to see how it 
can be achieved.  No sign of the 
magenta lady – must be my bright 
green trousers. On the first 
evening we saw ‘The Age Of The 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stupid’ featuring an elderly Pete 
Postlethwaite in a climatically 
changed world presenting archive 
recordings from 2007 and asking 
‘Why didn’t we stop climate 
change when we had the chance?’  
This film comes from the makers 
of ‘McLibel’ and the Oscar- 
winning ‘One day in September’. 
The second day consisted of three 
Open Space sessions which had to 
be free flowing, creative, non- 
judgmental, carefully recorded 
and based on a question.    I chose 
‘Conversation Cafes’, similar to 
brainstorming, ‘From a Place of 
Fear to Love’, a little like 
Maslow’s hierarchy of motivation 
and ‘The gift, as opposed to the 
money, economy’.  That evening 
we celebrated at the ‘Open Mike’ 
festival where I got to dance with 
the lady in magenta – confirmed it 
is my bright green trousers! 
So the good times always come to 
an end – too soon.  A feedback 
session was followed by ‘Where 
do we go from here?’ to which I 
responded with a personal and, I 
hoped, humorous reply to the ‘I 
will do, not, this will happen’ 
enjoiner.  I declared that I had just 
invented my Energy Decent 
Action Plan which I would be able 
to enact within five minutes of 
reaching home by ascending the 
stairs to the top floor, entering the 
lift and ‘powering down’ to the 
ground floor when I would 
irretrievably disable it.  A few of 
the 200 people laughed but it took 
a long time before others joined 
them – skilling up for power down 
can be embarrassing at times! 
One comes away from events like 
this with a warm, kindred spirit 
frame of mind, especially 
enhanced with a long hug from the 
lady in magenta – must wear my 
bright green trousers next time! 
Submitted by Chris Honey 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Support the Marine Bill ! 
The Problem: 
*Fish stocks have collapsed and 
valuable resources been depleted. 
*The UK seas cover 3 times our 
land area but only one thousandth 
of one per cent is highly protected. 
*Over 2/3rds of the UK's 
commercial fish populations are 
seriously over-fished and face 
commercial extinction. 
*The UK has a vast diversity of 
marine species, many of which are 
being irreparably damaged. 
* A recent report shows the North 
Sea is one of the most seriously 
affected areas in the world. 
* The World Parks Congress calls 
for 30% of the UK seas to be 
highly protected marine reserves. 
The Solution: 
Marine Reserves are unlike other 
methods of marine management 
because the whole ecosystem is 
protected.  Habitat destruction and 
any extractive use is prohibited  
*The sites for Marine Reserves 
will be chosen to represent the full 
diversity of marine habitats. 
*Marine Reserves allow stocks of 
species targeted by commercial 
fishing practices to recover. 
*There are significant economic 
benefits as fish populations spill 
over into surrounding waters. 
*Sites are simpler to establish and 
enforce than current measures. 
*Reserves allow truly natural 
areas to exist. 
*The amount of life in a reserve is 
typically 3 times that in similar 
unprotected waters. 
*Climate change will create a 
more turbulent environment, and 
removing the stresses of human 
pressures increases resilience of 
marine life and fast replenishment 
of surrounding areas. 
Take Action: Write to your MP 
asking them to sign EDM 1141. 
To find out more visit: 
www.marinereserves.org.uk  

Yes to Benington Wind Farm    http://www.yes2beningtonwindfarm.com/ 
is a website formed to support the construction of the proposed Benington wind 
farm. The UK urgently needs a large expansion of renewables in order to stand a 
chance of coping with the impending problems of climate change and peak oil. 
Despite this, many wind farm projects get killed off due to vocal opposition. 
Don't let it happen here! We encourage you to voice your support with your local 
councillor. Take Action:Contact us at actnow@yes2beningtonwindfarm.com 
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Climate campaigners hang 
'NO 3rd RUNWAY' banner 
on Houses of Parliament. 

 
The three men and two women 
from climate action group, Plane 
Stupid, opened an outside door 
before walking along the roof and 
dropping two banners. The non-
violent direct action came on the 
day a government consultation 
into Heathrow expansion ended. 
The protesters made paper 
aeroplanes out of confidential 
Whitehall documents that reveal 
the process is fixed.  The 
documents – obtained under the 
Freedom of Information Act - 
prove that airport operator BAA 
wrote parts of the consultation 
document and that the government 
has already decided to build a 3rd 
runway and 6th terminal at the 
world's biggest international 
airport.  They also reveal the 
existence of a previously unknown 
body called the 'Heathrow 
Delivery Group' – comprised of 
government and BAA officials. 
The group is charged with getting 
the new runway through the 
consultation process and 
neutralising 'risks' to the project 
such as Londoners who oppose 
Brown's aviation policy. 
One of the banners, facing 
Parliament Square, branded the 
House of Commons 'BAA HQ' 
while the other said 'NO 3rd 
RUNWAY'. Richard George, 27, 
from London was on the roof. He 
said: I'm standing on the roof of 
Parliament because the 
democratic process has been 
corrupted. The aviation industry 
has taken full advantage of a weak 
Prime Minister to get the 
Heathrow consultation fixed. It 
doesn't even consider global 
warming, despite everything 
Brown has said about the 
environment and despite the 

massive impact that aviation has 
on the climate. This Prime 
Minister doesn't even have the 
courage to ask Londoners the very 
simple question, do you want a 
third runway? Instead his 
government published a 
consultation document full of 
gobbledygook and industry spin. 
Now the consultation is over we 
can safely ignore the fixed result 
and get on with the job of stopping 
this new runway being built. A 
huge coalition of local residents, 
Londoners and environmentalists 
is coming together, supported by 
all the major mayoral candidates, 
to stand against Gordon Brown 
and say 'no more'.  
BAA and Brown want to see a 
sixth terminal and third runway 
built over homes, schools and 
churches in the villages of Sipson 
and Harmondsworth, increasing 
the number of flights from 
480,000 a year to at least 702,000. 
Two million Londoners face 
increased levels of noise, while 
CO2 emissions from the airport 
would shoot up despite claims by 
Brown that he's committed to 
fighting climate change.  
View the Whitehall documents at: 
www.greenpeace.org.uk/baa.  
 
Virgin recently posted a poll 
online to gather support for 
the third runway, only for 
96% of people to vote against 
expansion.  Virgin promised that 
they would show the poll to the 
DfT, but the poll has disappeared, 
although links still exist on their 
website.  Surely Branson can’t 
have pulled the plug because 
people didn’t agree with him? 
 
Make A Noise  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Help Create the biggest and 
loudest NO the world has ever 
seen.   
The campaign against Heathrow 
expansion is already huge.  But an 
agenda for colossal airport 
expansion and colossal climate 
change demands a colossal 
response, and we want to make 
sure the plans to expand Heathrow 
receive the biggest and loudest 
NO the world's ever seen. 
Literally. A great big NO spelt out 
by human bodies, which we'd like 
to set a new world record as the 
biggest and loudest NO in the 
world.  And you are invited! 
Join us at a carnival on Saturday 
31st May, from Hatton Cross 
Tube Station (Piccadilly Line, 
12pm) to Sipson, the village that 
will be wiped out if Heathrow 
expansion goes ahead. At the end, 
you'll have the chance to help 
form the giant NO before hearing 
from speakers sending the 
message to the government that 
the proposals can't go ahead. 
The carnival comes ahead of the 
government's verdict on 
Heathrow, due in June or July. 
The government is wobbling over 
the decision and we want to make 
sure it feels the full weight of 
public opposition. While BAA 
doesn't need much help in proving 
its own incompetence, there's still 
a danger that the government will 
hand over significant control of 
the future of the planet to a 
company that has trouble looking 
after our hand luggage. 
So we, along with HACAN Clear 
Skies, NoTRAG, 2M 
(representing local authorities and 
four million people across 
London) and the Campaign 
Against Climate Change, are 
inviting you to get involved. The 
official make-a-noise.org website 
will be launching soon, although 
you can already sign up for emails 
about the carnival. 
Take Action: Write to Gordon 
Brown and join the Stop 
Heathrow Expansion Group on 
Facebook where event details and 
updates will be posted.  See: 
http://www.greenpeace.org.uk/blo
g/climate/make-a-noise-20080408 
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Record petrol prices make 
case for road pricing 
Petrol prices are predicted to reach 
£1.12 per litre in May 2008, and 
with petrol prices predicted to rise 
to as high a level as £1.50 per litre 
by the end of the summer, a strong 
economic argument is being made 
for national road pricing according 
to the Environmental Transport 
Association. 
A spokesperson for the ETA said: 
“The issue of national road pricing 
is being allowed to fester – 
governmental cold feet are 
denying drivers a system that 
would be cheaper for most people, 
fairer and more efficient.” 
“Not only will road pricing cut 
congestion, it will save motorists 
money as fuel duty or vehicle 
excise duty will no longer exist. 
Most roads most of the time have 
no congestion, so most people will 
either pay the same or pay less.” 
At present, fuel duty makes up 
more than two thirds of the total 
cost of petrol. Britain charges 
about twice the European average 
for a litre of diesel with an 
additional 2p due to be imposed in 
October.  
Transport secretary Ruth Kelly 
announced recently a further four 
years of funding for local road 
pricing pilot schemes, but made 
no mention of any plans for 
national road pricing, which last 
year prompted 1.8 million people 
to sign an online Downing Street 
petition opposing any such plan. 
The objections were based on ill-
founded concerns about invasion 
of privacy. 
From Environmental Transport 
Association 
 
Planes Vs. Trains 

 
Flying short haul is becoming 
"socially unacceptable", according 
to a new survey conducted for 
Eurostar. 
The independent YouGov survey 
of 2,246 people shows that more 

than half the UK public (57%) are 
concerned about environmental 
impact when planning a journey 
of 300–400 miles. A third (33%) 
say environmental concerns about 
a short-haul journey are more, or 
much more important to them than 
a year ago. One in 20 (5%) say 
that over the next year or so, 
environmental concerns mean 
they plan to switch from flights to 
train for journeys within the UK 
or to closer European destinations. 
It would appear travellers are 
snubbing air travel in favour of the 
railways for a multitude of 
reasons; for positive effects on the 
environment (as trains are a much 
more eco-friendly way to travel), 
traffic increases on the roads on 
route to airports, and endless 
hassles with flying. 
 
Stand up to Porsche  
London Mayor Ken Livingstone 
has announced plans to increase 
the congestion charge for gas 
guzzlers to £25 a day. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Friends of the Earth supports this 
move. Road traffic is one of the 
biggest contributors to climate 
change. We urgently need 
measures that get people to choose 
greener cars and to drive less.  
Yet Porsche is threatening to 
legally challenge the policy, 
claiming that it is ‘unjust’ and ‘a 
disproportionate tax’. They are the 
only car manufacturer to be taking 
such action.  
Tony Juniper, Director of Friends 
of the Earth, has publicly 
challenged Porsche's opposition to 
the congestion charge in London. 
Along with the rest of the German 
car industry, Porsche is also 
lobbying hard in Brussels against 
tough EU action to tackle the car 
industry's contribution to climate 
change.  

Instead of spending time and 
energy battling the congestion 
charge, Porsche should focus on 
cutting pollution from its cars.  
Take Action: Please sign a 
petition to Porsche UK’s 
Managing Director supporting the 
congestion charge increase for gas 
guzzlers and calling on Porsche to 
drop their threatened court action.  
http://www.stopurban4x4s.org.uk/
petition_porsche.htm 
 
The World Food Crisis 
The only surprising thing about 
the global food crisis to Jim 
Goodman is the notion that 
anyone finds it surprising. "So," 
says the Wisconsin dairy farmer, 
"they finally figured out, after all 
these years of pushing 
globalization and genetically 
modified [GM] seeds, that instead 
of feeding the world we've created 
a food system that leaves more 
people hungry. If they'd listened to 
farmers instead of corporations, 
they would've known this was 
going to happen." Goodman has 
traveled the world to speak, 
organize and rally with groups 
such as La Via Campesina, the 
global movement of peasant and 
farm organizations that has been 
warning for years that "solutions" 
promoted by agribusiness 
conglomerates were designed to 
maximize corporate profits, not 
help farmers or feed people. The 
food shortages, suddenly front-
page news, are not new. Hundreds 
of millions of people were 
starving and malnourished last 
year; the only change is that as the 
scope of the crisis has grown, it 
has become more difficult to 
"manage" the hunger that a failed 
food system accepts rather than 
feeds. 
The current global food system, 
which was designed by US-based 
agribusiness conglomerates like 
Cargill, Monsanto and ADM and 
forced into place by the US 
government and its allies at the 
World Bank, the International 
Monetary Fund and the World 
Trade Organization, has planted 
the seeds of disaster by pressuring 
farmers here and abroad to 
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produce cash crops for export and 
alternative fuels rather than grow 
healthy food for local 
consumption and regional 
stability. The only smart short-
term response is to throw money 
at the problems. 
Beyond humanitarian responses, 
the cure for what ails the global 
food system - and an unsteady 
farm economy - is not more of the 
same globalization and genetic 
gimmickry. That way has left 
thirty-seven nations with food 
crises while global grain giant 
Cargill harvests an 86 percent rise 
in profits and Monsanto reaps 
record sales from its herbicides 
and seeds. For years, corporations 
have promised farmers that 
problems would be solved by 
trade deals and technology - 
especially GM seeds, which 
University of Kansas research 
now suggests reduce food 
production and the International 
Assessment of Agricultural 
Science and Technology for 
Development says won't end 
global hunger. The "market," at 
least as defined by agribusiness, 
isn't working. We "have a herd of 
market traders, speculators and 
financial bandits who have turned 
wild and constructed a world of 
inequality and horror," says Jean 
Ziegler, the UN's right-to-food 
advocate. But try telling that to the 
Bush Administration or to World 
Bank president (and former White 
House trade rep) Robert Zoellick, 
who's busy exploiting tragedy to 
promote trade liberalization. "If 
ever there is a time to cut 
distorting agricultural subsidies 
and open markets for food 
imports, it must be now," says 
Zoellick. "Wait a second," replies 
Dani Rodrik, a Harvard political 
economist who tracks trade 
policy. "Wouldn't the removal of 
these distorting policies raise 
world prices in agriculture even 
further?" Yes. World Bank studies 
confirm that wheat and rice prices 
will rise if Zoellick gets his way. 
We need to embrace trade and 
development policies that help 
developing countries regulate 
markets with an eye to feeding the 

hungry rather than feeding 
corporate profits. This principle, 
known as "food sovereignty," 
says, as the Oakland Institute's 
Anuradha Mittal observes, that it 
is time to "stop worshiping the 
golden calf of the so-called free 
market and embrace, instead, the 
principle [that] every country and 
every people have a right to food 
that is affordable." As Mittal says, 
"When the market deprives them 
of this, it is the market that has to 
give.” 
John Nichols is a co-founder of 
Free Press and the co-author with 
Robert W. McChesney of 
TRAGEDY & FARCE: How the 
American Media Sell Wars, Spin 
Elections, and Destroy Democracy 
- The New Press. 
By John Nichols - The Nation, 
25/04/08 www.thenation.com 
 
Sales of bottled water fall 
After 10 years of  
soaring business, 
sales of bottled  
water are down 
9%.  Shop sales  
were down by 9% 
in the year to 
March to £284  
million, according 
to analysts TNS.   
This follows widespread backlash. 
UK sales of bottled water had 
been growing at more than 6% 
annually for more than a decade, 
reaching 2 billion bottles a year.  
One reason for its success is that 
many claim not to like the taste of 
what comes out of the tap. In 
some parts of the country there is 
a chlorine taint. However, blind 
taste tests by Decanter magazine 
put London tap water ahead of 
many brands transported at a 
premium price from as far away as 
Fiji. Fashionable labels such as 
Evian, Perrier and Volvic have 
recently faced a combined 
onslaught from Government 
ministers, consumer groups and 
green campaigners.  
A 500ml bottle of Evian typically 
costs 42p in a supermarket, 84p a 
litre, that is 840 times the price of 
tap water, which comes in at 0.1p 
per litre. 

Ten Facts About Water 
 
Ten Facts About Water 
Submitted by Nic Garner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alternatives to the Car 
I recently discovered a public 
transport service available online, 
or by phone called Traveline. 
www.traveline.org.uk 
0871 200 22 33) 
The website allows you to access 
national & regional sites so you 
can plan journeys anywhere in the 
country on public transport. You 
can enter a start and end point and 
the database will find all the 
possible ways to travel for you. It 
provides timetables for buses and 
trains, plus maps for the sections 
you might have to walk. It even 

 

Ten Facts About Water 
- In 2003 nearly 60% of British 
people were drinking bottled 
water. 
-Over 150 billion litres of bottled 
water are bought worldwide each 
year.  
In 2006 a DEFRA report estimated 
that the energy required for 
bottling and transporting water can 
be up to 300 times more than tap 
water. 
-Plastic bottles could take up to 
500 years to degrade
-The oil needed to make the 
250,000 tons of plastic water 
bottles we used in the UK in 2005 
is equivalent to the amount used 
by 10,000 cars in one year.
-Some water, for example ‘Fiji 
Water’ is shipped thousands of 
miles from the South Pacific to 
Britain – resulting in unnecessary 
greenhouse gas emissions.
-Water extraction can also impact 
on supplies for local people, for 
example in India where water 
extraction by Coca Cola for 
Dasani bottled water has caused 
water shortages for over 50 
villages. 
-In tests the majority of people 
cannot tell bottled water from tap 
water. 
-The industry is largely controlled 
by multinationals – Nestle 
(Buxton, Vittel, Perrier), Coca-
Cola (Malvern) and Danone 
(Volvic, Evian).
-It can cost up to 10,000 times the 
price of tap water! (Average 500 
times more expensive). 
Submitted by Nic Garner 
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gives you detailed times for each 
stage of the journey.  This service 
makes planning journeys so much 
easier than trying to find all the 
information yourself.  
Car clubs may also be a way of 
reducing car travel. These are a 
great idea and are slowly 
becoming more popular. There 
are currently 40 car clubs 
running in 35 towns and cities 
across the UK, representing over 
23,000 members using 760 cars. 
A great website to look at is 
www.carplus.org.uk which 
allows you to search for clubs 
near you. Unfortunately there are 
none for us in Hertfordshire yet, 
but it’s certainly a possibility for 
the future. 
Submitted by Nic Garner 
 
East of Luton Development 
Scandal 
East of Luton has blown up into a 
big scandal, see Peter Lilley's 
Press Statement below. The secret 
talks involve an increase in the 
number of houses proposed by 
Bloor Homes from 4,000 to 
7,000.  According to the North 
Herts planners, the topography of 
the area means that the extra 
houses would have to go across 
Lilley Bottom towards Offley, i.e 
on both sides of the valley, major 
disaster for the countryside. 
  
LILLEY CONDEMNS 
SECRET PLANS TO BUILD 
ON HERTS GREEN BELT. 
“Peter Lilley, the MP for Hitchin 
and Harpenden, has denounced 
secret meetings between 
government officials, Luton 
Council and developers to solve 
Luton’s housing needs by building 
thousands of homes on Green Belt 
land in Hertfordshire.  
He said it is outrageous that Luton 
Borough Council and government 
officials have gone behind the 
backs of North Herts District 
Council to discuss with a private 
developer plans to build up to 
seven thousand new houses and a 
major by-pass on land in North 
Hertfordshire. 
  

I find it hard to credit this 
behaviour and I will be protesting 
directly to the Local Government 
minister. North Herts District 
Council was kept completely in 
the dark about these meetings.   
Nor did anyone have the decency 
to tell me about it, even though it 
would have an enormous impact 
on my constituency. 
The scale of this development 
goes way beyond anything that 
would be acceptable to the people 
of Hitchin and north 
Hertfordshire.  
The secret talks involved 
extending Luton to the east 
towards Hitchin, taking in 
Mangrove Green and Cockernhoe 
and a vast swathe of land 
including Puckeridgebury down to 
Lilley Bottom. Luton seems to 
think that building in 
Hertfordshire would be an easy 
option to meet the Government 
target of providing 26 thousand 
new homes by 2021 as part of the 
Milton Keynes and South 
Midlands development strategy.   
But the public consultation on that 
strategy assumed that the bulk of 
that building would be to the north 
of Luton. If they think we will 
take this lying down they have 
another think coming. 
Mr Lilley said: I understand that 
the developers, Bloor Homes, now 
intend to accelerate their plans and 
will be putting in a planning 
application to build on this land as 
early as September. 
There have been clandestine talks, 
which did not involve any of the 
parties directly interested in this 
potential development, and now 
the builders are trying to speed up 
the process by going ahead with a 
firm proposal. It is quite 
disgraceful.” 
Submitted by Dan Gomm (with 
apologies for using one 
particular political party’s take 
on this, but it was the best 
information he could find) 
 
Germany has 200 times more 
solar panels than the UK 
Why? Because German 
households and businesses get 

paid a renewable energy reward 
for the solar power they generate. 
It’s known as the 'feed-in tariff' 
and has helped make Germany a 
world leader in renewable energy. 
These are the kinds of solutions 
we need to tackle climate change. 
Meanwhile Britain is near the 
bottom of the European renewable 
energy league table. 
 
 
 
It's. 

If Britain is serious about 
promoting renewable energy, it 
needs a 'feed-in tariff' or we'll be 
left on the bench watching the 
climate crisis worsen.  
The Energy Bill is going through 
Parliament now -but it needs to be 
amended to include a renewable 
energy reward (New Clause 4). 
Take Action: Call on your MP 
to sign New Clause 4 to the 
Energy Bill  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environmental book bank 
If you'd like to read up on some 
of the issues we have a bank of 
books to borrow: 
-Calculate your carbon footprint-
Collin's Gem 
-Don't throw it all away - FOE's 
guide to reducing waste. 
-Funny Weather - Kate Evans' 
cartoon guide to climate change 
-Air Madness - Runways and the 
blighting of Britain - Cedric 
Pulford 
-How to win campaigns against 
incinerators - FOE 
-Hope in the Dark - The untold 
history of people power -
Rebbecca Solnit 
-How we can save the planet -
Mayer Hillman 
-No Logo - Naomi Klein 
-Toxic Childhood - How the 
modern world is damaging our 
children and what we can do 
about it - Sue Palmer 
-The tipping point. How little 
things can make a big difference 
- Malcolm Gladwell 
Contact Dan - 01462 632479 
dangomm@yahoo.com 
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Dates for your diary 
 
Sun 18th May Walsworth 
festival, Hitchin 10am-4pm 
Please help us run the stall selling 
plants and asking people to sign in 
opposition to the bio-fuels targets. 
Contact: Dan 01462 632479 
dangomm@yahoo.com 
 
Sunday 6th July Earthworks 
Summer Fair 11am-4pm 
Eco project and gardens- Hixberry 
Lane, St Albans 
www.earthworksstalbans.co.uk 
 
Sat 12th / Sun 13th July, Hitchin 
Rhythms of the World Festival  
10am – 4pm 
North Herts Friends of the Earth 
stall. Please come along, help us 
on the stall and enjoy the event.  
Contact: Dan 01462 632479 
dangomm@yahoo.com 
 
Fri 12th–Sun 14th September –  
Friends of the Earth Local 
Groups National Conference 
2008 
Always inspiring and well worth a 
visit. NHFOE can pay costs. Go 
for the full 3 days or just one. Join 
Dan there. Contact: Dan 01462 
632479 dangomm@yahoo.com 
 

Measure your energy use 
Save up to 25% off your 
electricity bills.  We have an 
electricity monitor to loan to 
members.  It helps you work out 
where you are wasting electricity 
and which appliances are using it 
most, so you can control your 
electricity use more efficiently.  
Contact Dan if you’d like to 
borrow it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emails 
North Herts Friends of the Earth 
occasionally send out actions and 
relevant news to everybody on our 
email list; however, several email 
addresses appear to be out of date. 
Please let us know if you change 
your email address. Also please 
contact Dan if you do not wish to 
be emailed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOCAL GROUP MEETINGS 
Please come along and get  
involved 
Thursday 15th May 
Thursday 19th June 
Thursday 17th July 
NO MEETING August 
Thursday 18th September  
All 7:30pm-9:15pm 
Friends’ Meeting House 
1 Paynes Park, Hitchin 

Please help with the 
newsletter by sending your 
letters or articles to Tracy at: 
84 Jackmans Place, 
Letchworth SG6 1RQ, or 
tracypez@yahoo.co.uk  
Deadline for the next 
newsletter: 19th September 
 

GREEN DRINKS 
Join us for Green Drinks on the 
first Tuesday of the month at 
8pm.  We meet at the 
Millstream pub on Cambridge 
Road Hitchin SG4 0JH 

North Herts Friends of the 
Earth CONTACTS: 
 
Coordinator: Dan Gomm 
147 Common Rise, Hitchin 
01462 632479 
dangomm@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer & Membership 
secretary: Jill Bracy 
44 Chiswick Quay 
London W4 3UR 
0780 2211767 
jill.bb@virgin.net 
 
Planning campaigner: 
Harvey Ward 
32 Laurel Avenue 
Potters Bar 
EN6 2AB 
01727 737415 
harvey@thewards.org.uk 
 
Food Coordinator:  
Ann De Bock 
147 Common Rise, Hitchin 
01462 632479 
anndebock@yahoo.com 

Datchworth Climate Change Group 
invites you to a showing of the film 

 
“A Crude Awakening - The Oil Crash”  

 
Datchworth Village Hall, Datchworth Green  

Monday, 19th May 2008 
Doors open 7.30pm - Film 8.00pm  

 
This acclaimed multi award winning film about the looming worldwide oil 
shortage has been described as "enlightening and profoundly shocking" 

and "the most important documentary of (its) year". 
 

You can view a trailer and find out much more about 
the film and its crucially important subject at: 

http://www.oilcrashmovie.com/ 
 

Refreshments will be available before the film is shown 

Admission Free 
Find out more about our group and its activities at: 

http://www.datchworthccg.org.uk 
 

Thank you to all those people 
who pay membership by 
Standing Order. It really helps 
reduce our workload and the 
resources used. Renewal rates 
are the same as before: £6 or 
£2.50 unwaged. Reminders will 
be sent out to all non-Standing 
Order memberships in June. 
Thanks - Jill 

How to REALLY offset the 
climate change impact of 
your flight: 
www.ThinkBeforeYouFly.com 

Good news for Letchworth. 
Letchworth Garden City is 
interested in becoming a 
Transition Town and is planning 
an initial meeting. 
If you're interested in attending 
and you live in Letchworth, please 
get in touch with Joanna & Nick 
at: "TTLetchworth@gmail.com" 
or call them on 01462 487630. 


